ALCAPA and massive pulmonary atelectasis: how a stent in the airway can be life-saving.
Anomalous left coronary artery from pulmonary artery (ALCAPA) is a rare congenital anomaly in which left coronary artery arises from the pulmonary artery resulting in progressive myocardial ischemia and dysfunction of the left ventricle. We report a case of ALCAPA with severe cardiac and respiratory failure and huge heart dilation compressing the left main bronchus and preventing from an effective ventilation. Emergency bronchial stenting allowed to improve left lung atelectasis, reduce pulmonary hypertension, resume anterograde left coronary artery perfusion and stabilize cardiovascular conditions to undertake a successful surgical correction.